Agnes Main Pierce 
9 April 1929-22 April 2020 
Dr Agnes Pierce (nee Dickson) was brought up in Prestonpans, near Edinburgh, where her father worked in a local colliery. She attended Preston Lodge High School, before studying medicine at Edinburgh University (MB, ChB 1952). After working as a junior doctor, she returned to Prestonpans as an assistant in general practice. At the time of her marriage in 1957, she moved south and, following the birth of her daughters, worked as a locum GP in Liverpool before taking a part-time post in the school health service in 1965. 
In 1968 Dr Pierce was appointed to take charge of Accident and Emergency at Alder Hey Children’s Hospital, a post she occupied until 1977, when she left for family reasons. She again took on locum sessions from 1978, then returned to work full-time, combining sessions as a GP and various roles at Alder Hey. By this time, as well as her day to day responsibilities, she was involved in child protection work, appearing as an expert witness in child protection hearings and criminal prosecutions. She also undertook some research and lectured on child abuse to other professionals, also publishing papers on aspects of child abuse jointly with colleagues. She was a member of the Liverpool Medical Institution and the Liverpool Medico-Legal Society, as well as an active member of the local branch of the Edinburgh Graduates Association for many years.
Dr Pierce retired as a GP in 1982, and from Alder Hey in 1991, but continued working as a Forensic Medical Examiner for the Merseyside Police, retiring from this post in 1997. She enjoyed her retirement in Merseyside for many years, continuing to meet with colleagues and attending theatre and concerts at the Liverpool Philharmonic. Her husband died in 1993, and in 2016 she moved to Edinburgh to be nearer family. She died on 22 April 2020 after a long illness.
